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■ High Court win - 


Richard Sheridan with Kathleen McCarthy and other Dale Farm travellers Picture: uun 
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...but 

council 

won't 

give up 

fight to 

evict 

them 

By JON AUSTIN 

Political reporter 

)on.austin®nq».com 

HUNDREDS of trav- 
ellers have been told 
they can stay at two ille- 
gal camps. 

High Court Judge Mr 
Justice Andrew Collins ruled 
Basildon Council had not 
considered individual trav- 
ellers’ needs when they voted 
to evict 86 families from the 
Dale Farm site at Crays Hill 
and 15 from Hovefields, 
Wickford. Travellers were 
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£ 80,000 
fraud man 
is jailed 

A FACTORY worker who 
used more than 50 different 
bank accounts to fraudulent- 
ly claim £80.000 has been 
jailed. 

Anthony Aikulola set up 
accounts using the names of 
innocent members of the 
public to claim tax credit 
totalling £81.560. 

The married father-of 
three then gave the cash to 
family members to buy new 
cars. 

Aikulola. 43. of Scott Road. 

1 Chadwell St Mary, was only 
caught after officers from 
HM Revenue & Customs 
noticed discrepancies in his 
claims. 

After an 18-month probe 
into his finances they raided 
his home in April 2006 along- 
side police. 

There they found hoards of 
financial documents and two 
laptops containing evidence 
of his crimes. 

At Basildon Crown Court 
Aikulola was sentenced to 
four years jail after a jury 
found him guilty of six 
counts of money laundering. 

Sentencing Judge Rupert 
Overbury said: "The jury 
convicted you on the clearest 
evidence. Your sole motiva 
tion was self-enrichment at 
the cost of the state." 

Nightclub 
bottle attack 

A MAN needed 13 stitches 
after thugs smashed a bottle 
on his forehead during an 
unprovoked attack in a night- 
club. 

The 23-year-old victim, 
from South Woodham 
Ferrers, was assaulted on the 
dancefloor of the Que Pasa 
nightclub in Springfield 
Road, Chelmsford. He was 
treated at Broomfield 
Hospital, and doctors fear he 
will be scarred for life. 


Council set to appeal 
over quashed eviction 


□ Council leader 
says next move not 
decided 

□ Official e-mail says 
appeal will go ahead 

By JON AUSTIN 

Political reporter 

lon.austirwPnqe.com 

COUNCIL bosses are 
expected to challenge the 
High Court decision which 
has allowed the Dale Farm 
travellers to stay at their 
illegal camp. 

Judge Mr Justice Andrew 
Collins quashed Basildon 
Council’s plan to evict the 
travellers at Dale Farm and 
also the Hovefields site in 
Wickford. but said the 
authority could appeal his 
decision. 

The council could also take 
another vote to evict the trav- 
ellers. taking into account 
the judge’s recommenda- 
tions. which would make the 
decision watertight. 

During Friday's hearing 
lawyers for the travellers said 
they would need to make new 
applications for legal aid if 
the council did appeal. 

Dawn French, council 
head of planning, sent an e- 
mail to councillors and resi- 
dents following the judge- 
ment. saying the authority 
“now intends to appeal the 
decision". 

But council leader 
Malcolm Buckley has since 
said that decision is still to be 

Mr Buckley said: “The 
council has been given leave 
to appeal and we are consid- 
ering the possibility. 

“This is a very difficult 



■ Happy - Dale Farm travellers celebrate their High Court win 

issue for everyone concerned said: “The judge seemed to 
and you will appreciate there focus on the fact the trav- 
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Travellers can stay 


is a long and complex plan- 
ning history for all of the 
sites involved. 

“We are pleased the judge 
supports our view that the 
travellers cannot remain 
where they are and the 
greenbelt must be protect- 
ed. 

“We look forward now to a 
final resolution.” 

Billericay MP John Baron 


ellers had nowhere else to 
go and that individual needs 
were not taken into account. 

“To me this sends out the 
wrong signal and gives a 
green light for travellers to 
concrete over our greenbelt 
with immunity. 

“The council has been 
given leave to appeal this 
ridiculous decision, which I 
am encouraging it to do." 


FROM PAGE 1 

claiming a victory, despite 
the ruling which said they 
would eventually have to 
leave. 

Richard Sheridan. Dale 
Farm spokesman, said: 


"This is justice at last. 
Travellers have rights and it 
is round one to us." 

The council has been 
given leave to challenge Mr 
Justice Collin’s verdict at 
the Court of Appeal. 
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Travellers can stay 

£ I 1 1 M i Political reporter J Judge tells council to ^ 


The judge's 
ruling 


MR Justice Andrew Collins 's stark 
warning to any travellers 
considering further illegal 
development: "There can be no 
doubt the claimants cannot 
remain where they are. and the 
time must come when they will 
have to leave, voluntarily or by 
means of forcible eviction. 
“Despite the difficulties they face, 
and the absence at present of 
sufficient sites to meet their needs, 
travellers and gipsies must 
appreciate the law w ill not tolerate 
developments without planning 
permission, particularly on green 
belt land, and will be likely to 
uphold enforcement action where 
the individual circumstances of 
those affected have been properly 
considered against the harm to the 
environment and to relations with 
the community." 

On the travellers ’ needs and 
personal circumstances: "It is 
necessary for all relevant matters 
to be properly taken into account 
and it is impossible not to have 
some sympathy with the problems 
created for gipsies and travellers, 
by the lack of sufficient sites to 
cater for their proper needs. 
Further consideration should be 
given to whether any sites can be 
found in the district and whether 
any families can be allowed to 
remain for the time being. 

“In addition. 1 do not think the 
possible effects of the 
homelessness duty have been 
sufficiently dealt with in the 
advice given to the committee." 
Ordering the council to consider 
individual cases: “Finally I think 
the approach has been that the 
sites should be cleared, rather 
than a consideration of whether 
there are any individual families, 
whose circumstances are such, 
whether because of serious 
ill-health or the needs of their 
' children, that in their individual 
cases eviction would be 
disproportionate. 

"I am not to be taken as saying 
there necessarily are any such 
(circumstances), but I think that 
possibility should have been 
drawn to the committee’s 
attention." 

| The comments 
above are extracts 
from Mr Justice 
Collins’s judgment. 
You can read the 
full text of the 
judge's ruling at 

echo-news.co.uk/news/ 
travellersjudgmentinfull 


By JON AUSTIN 

Political reporter 
)on.au$tirt?TiQe.com 

TRAVELLERS have won the 
High Court challenge against 
Basildon Council moves to 
evict them from two illegal 
camps. 

The council's decision to evict 
86 families from the Dale Farm 
site in Crays Hill and 15 at 
Hovefields, Wickford. has been 
overturned by Mr Justice 
Andrew Collins. 

However, he warned travellers 
they would eventually haw to 
leave but not before the current 
school year ended, to safeguard 
their children's education. 

The judge quashed the council 
decisions on technical grounds 
saying councillors had faded suf- 
ficiently to consider individual 
travellers' circumstances. 

He said the authority needed to 
reconsider its duty under home^ 
lessness legislation and take into 
account recommendations it 


□ Judge tells council to 
vote on individual cases 

□ He rules travellers 
must leave eventually 

should develop 81 new caravan 
pitches in the district by 2011 

He said: “There was a fa dure to 
have proper regard in the final 
decision to a few matters 

' It is necessary for all relevant 
matters to be properly taken into 
account and that has not 
occurred. 

"I think the approach has been 
that sites should be cleared, 
rather than a consideration of 
whether there are any individual 
families whose circumstances 
are such, whether because of 
serious dl-health or the needs of 
their chddren. that in their cases 
eviction would be disproportion- 
ate.” 

When the councd voted to evict 
die traveders in 2005. it took its 
decisions based on sites as a 
whole. 



Dale Farm - the travellers must go eventuallythejudgeruled 

rytoe- "W have to leave." The judge's 


— Vl * 1 o i uiing, 

councidors will have to decide 
individually if families should 
be thrown off. 

This means travellers with 
severe health and educational 
needs might be allowed to stay, 
whde others had to leave. 

However, he made it clear they 
would all eventuady have to go. 

He said: "The claimants can- 
not remain where they are and 
the time must come when they 



leave, me judge s 
ruling fodowed a week long hear- 
ing in February when lawyers 
and the Equalities and Human 
Rights Commission, challenged 
the councd 's £1.9mdJion eviction 
plans. 

The councd has repeatedly 
refused the traveUers planning 
permission to live on the sites. - 
decisions upheld through a 
series of appeals to the 
Government 

Truce at 
the end 
of court 
battle 

FOR a brief moment in the six- 
year legal battle over Dale 
Farm, there was a truce between * 

Basddon Councd and the trav- 
ellers. 

Kathleen McCarthy, a commu- 
nity leader at Dale Farm, and 
Basddon Councd leader 
Malcolm Buckley, posed for this 
picture as the pair discussed the 
outcome of the case 
Mrs McCarthy said she had no 
problem shaking Mr Buckley's 
hand, because she understood 
he is only doing his job. 

She asked Mr Buckley: "Now 
we have had this result, could 
you not just stop this and let us 
stay where we are? I know you 
are a good man and deep down 
you have a good heart." 

Mr Buckley replied: “It is not 
as easy as that. It is not just 
about this site, but the precedent 
it would set for other sites 
across the country. 

"My personal view is there is 
a need for sites nationally and 
other authorities need to now 
make provision." 


■ Shake on it - traveller Kathleen McCarthy outside the court with council leader Malcolm Buckley 

Crays Hill villagers furious at ruling 


VILLAGERS who want travellers 
off Dale Farm were furious with 
the decision- but not surprised. 

David McPherson-Davis. Rams- 
den Crays Parish Council chair- 
man. suggested the travellers 
had been given a stay of execu 
tion, but eventually would still 
have to move on. 

He said: "Although I'm disap- 
pointed with the result. I'm not 
surprised the judge found some- 


thing to delay the evictions yet 
again. 

“My only consolation is the 
Government and judge have 
declared Dale Farm is not a suit- 
able site. 

"Therefore it is just a matter of 
time before they have to go. At 
the end of the day. this just 
brings them some extra time." 

He said the parish council 
would request an urgent meeting 


with Basildon Council to discuss 
what happened next. 

Len Gridley. 49. whose Oak 
Road home backs on to the Dale 
Farm camp, blames the council. 

He said: "All the travellers are 
doing is playing for time. 

*Tm not surprised at the out 
come. They will be there for ever 
and a day now. because of the 
council. 

"It didn't act quickly in the 


first place. If it had it wouldn't 
have got this far.” 

Council leader Malcolm 
Buckley said it would now con- 
sider its options 
He explained "The council has 
been given leave to appeal and we 
are considering tbe possibility 
"We are pleased the Judge sup 
ports our view the travellers can- 
not remain where they are and 
the greenbelt must be protected " 




